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SUBJECT: GOG SUGGESTS BILATERAL AIR AGREEMENT DISCUSSIONS WITH 
US IN JULY 

REF: (A) GEORGETOWN 1097, (B) GEORGETOWN 0047, (C) STATE 
141872 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1. AS NOTED IN REF (A) GOG HAS PRESENTED NOTE TO EMBASSY CALLING 
FOR BILATERAL DISCUSSIONS IN JULY. TEXT AS FOLLOWS: QUOTE. 

THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF GUYANA PRESENTS ITS COMPLIMENTS 
TO THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, AND HAS THE HONOUR 
TO REFER TO THE LATTER'S NOTE NO. 30 DATED MAY 17, 1974, ON 
THE QUESTION OF A BILATERAL AIR TRANSPORT AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 
GOVERNMENT OF GUYANA AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED SATES OF 
AMERICA. PARA. THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AHFAIRS WISHES TO RESTATE 
THT GUYANA GOVERNMENT'S POSITION ON THIS QUESTION. THE POLICY 
OF THE GUYANA GOVERNMENT IS TO CONCLUDE FORMAL AIR TRANSPORT 
AGREEMENTS WITH THE GOVERNMENTS OF ALL COUNTRIES WHOSE NATIONALS 
OPERATE INTERNATIONAL SCHEDULED AIR SERVICES INTO AND THROUGH 
GUYANA. IN PURSUANCE OF THIS POLICY THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
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AFFAIRS BY NOTE NO. FA: 1/210 DATED SEPTEMBER 15, 1973. INVITED 
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THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO ENTER INTO 
DISCUSSIONS WITH A VIEW TO CONCLUDING SUCH AN AGREEMENT BY 
JUNE 30, 1974. PARA. ALL OTHER GOVERNMENTS WHOSE DESIGANTED 
AIRLINES OPEATE INTO AND THROUGH GUYANA HAVE ALREADY 
CONCLUDED SUCH AGREEMENTS OR HAVE AGREED TO CONCLUDE SUCH 
AGREEMENTS. PARA. IN THE CIRCUMSTANCES, THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS REFERS TO THE PREVIOUS NOTES SENT TO THE EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ON THIS SUBJECT AND. IN VIEW OF THE 
IMPOSSIBILITY NOW OF HOLDING DISCUSSIONS WITHIN THE TIME SCHEDULE 
ORGINALLY SUGGESTED, INVITES THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA TO INDICATE A DATE DURING THE MONTH OF 
JULY, 1974 FOR THE COMMENCEMENT OF SUCH DISCUSSIONS. THE GOVERNMENT 
OF GUYANA WOULD LIKE TO REPEAT THAT IT CONSIDERS A CONCLUSION OF 
THE AIR TRANSPORT AGREEMENT A MATTER OF URGENT NATIONAL POLICY. 
PARA. THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF GUYANA AVAILS ITSELF OF 
THIS OPPORTUNITY TO RENEW TO THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA THE ASSURANCES OF ITS HIGHEST CONSIDERATION. UNQUOTE 
NOTE DATED JUNE 28, 1974, RECEIVED AT EMBASSY JULY 1, 1974. 

END UNCLASSIFIED 

2. IN RELATED DEVELOPMENT, MINISTRY OF WORKS AND COMMUNICATIONS ON 
JULY 1 ADVISED LOCAL PANAM OFFICE IN WRITING THAT DESIGNATED 
CARRIERS OF COUNTRIES WHICH HAVE NOT YET BEGUN NEGOTIATIONS FOR 
BILATERAL AIR SERVICES AGREEMENTS, WILL BE PERMITTED TO CONTINUE 
SERVICES ON BASIS OF OPERATING LICENSES ONLY, AS OF AUGUST 1. 

PANAM SPECIFICALLY REQUIRED TO SUBMIT APPLICATION FOR AUGUST 
LICENSE BY JULY 20. EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS LICENSES WILL BE VALID 
FOR ONE MONTH. 


3. CHARGE DISCUSSED SUBSTANCE OF (PARA 1) NOTE WITH FONOFF 
PERMSEC (COLLINS). WHO SUGGESTED THAT JULY DISCUSSIONS STRONGLY 
DESIRED BY GOG FOR INTERNAL POLITICAL REASONS, BUT IF 
IMPOSSIBLE FOR SCHEDULING REASONS. LATER DATE WOULD BE ACCEPT- 
ABLE PROVIDED IT IS SPECIFIED NOW. COLLINS SAID THAT GOG WOULD 
PREFER FIRST DISCUSSIONS BE IN GEORGETOWN, BUT IF JULY DIS- 
CUSSIONS POSSIBLE ONLY IF IN WASHINGTON, GOG WOULD PREFER THAT 
RATHER THAN FURTHER DELAY. COLLINS NOTED THAT GOG IS AWARE 
NEW AGREEMENT WILL PROBABLY TAKE MORE THAN ONE MEETING, IN 
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WHICH CASE LOCALE COULD ALTERNATE BETWEEN WASHINGTON AND 
GEORGETOWN. 

4. COMMENT: EMBASSY IS AWARE OF HEAVY WORKLOAD AND SCHEDULING 
PROBLEMS OF CIV AIR NEGOTIATORS, BUT BELIEVES SINCE USG HAS 
AGREE TO DISCUSS BILATERAL AVIATION MATTERS WITH GOG 

WE SHOULD DO SO AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE. PERHAPS IF EB/AV SCHEDULE 
FOR JULY AND AUGUST COMPLETELY FULL, DEPT. MAY WISH EMBASSY TO 
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INITIATE DISCUSSIONS SIMPLY BY RECEIVING GOG POSITION AND RELAYING 
SUBSANCE TO WASHINGTON FOR REVIEW AND COUNTERPROPOSALS. PREFERABLY, 

IN CONJUNCTION WITH THIS, DEPT. COULD PROVIDE EMBASSY WITH 
MARKED-UP TEXT OF GOG'S DRAFT AGREEMENT, REF (B), WHICH WE 
WOULD SUBMIT AT SOME TIME FOR GOG'S REVIEW. IN EITHER CASE, 

"DISCUSSINS" WOULD BEGIN IN MORE TIMELY MANNER. 

5. FYI. IN REPLY TO REF (C) EMBASSY BELIEVES(l) UNLIKELY 

THAT GOG WOULD LOSE CASE IN LOCAL COURTS AGAINST PANAM, AND (2) IF 

IT DID WOULD ALMOST CERTAINLY APPEAL. THUS. SUIT COULD DRAG ON 

FOR YEARS, AS HAS BEEN THE CASE IN SIMILAR GOG ACTIONS AGAINST 

PRIVATE ENTITIES. EITHER WAY PANAM DEPOSIT LIKELY 

TO REMAIN IN GOG TREASURY INDEFINITELY. MATTHEWS 
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